Dear DSG Members and Friends:
I’m very pleased to share that the 2010-2011 Board of Directors for the Down Syndrome Guild of Dallas met a few weeks ago.  It was an inspiring meeting as our new Board members joined us and we all shared our stories of why the DSG matters to us.  It is an honor to serve with such an accomplished, caring group.  We reviewed our upcoming initiatives and calendar of events.  We’ve begun work on our popular Fall activities so be sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming dates:


Golf Tournament:  
September 21st at the Canyon Creek Country Club
Fall Conference:  
October 23rd at the Crown Plaza Suites, Dallas

Buddy Walk:

November 7th at Flag Pole Hill
I am also so proud to update you that the Lose the Training Wheels Bike Camp was a huge success!!  We had 32 member families join us to refine their bike skills.  I can report that everyone made it up on two wheels by the end of the week.  The laughter and determination of our participants was contagious!!  A special thanks to our family and Jesuit volunteers.  We could not have had a successful week without their encouraging words and strong legs!!
We’ve also just returned from the National Down Syndrome Congress 2010 Magic Moments Annual Convention in Orlando.  We participated in three days of workshops that spanned numerous topics.  Becky and I split up to conquer the various discussions.  Reviews of educational techniques, medical innovations, employment initiatives, and legislative updates were just a few of the topics highlighted.  We also had the opportunity to interact and share best practices with other affiliate organizations from across the country.  We enjoyed presentations from self-advocates that made us laugh and cry!  Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers, co-founder of the Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus, updated us on current legislative initiatives.  (I encourage you to take time to review her website for updates on Caucus activities as well as our own Congressional representative, Pete Sessions.  It is so important to remember that Federal and State laws impact our families!)  It was also a great joy to see many of our members at the Convention enjoying old and new friends.  Special thanks to DSG member Lori McKee as she serves on the NDSC Board.  Her work and dedication on a national level is greatly appreciated!  The Convention will be held in San Antonio next year so consider attending!
In the coming weeks, we’ve got the Facts of Life and More Workshop on Saturday, July 31st and a New Parent Get Together planned for Sunday, August 15th.  I hope you’ll join us for these important events.  We’ve got so many exciting activities underway for our members to enjoy.  Our website will have the latest details so be sure to visit us at our Facebook page or website at www.downsyndromedallas.org. 
Stay cool and enjoy these final weeks of summer!

In shared support of People with Down syndrome-valued and included,

Terri McKinney

President, Down Syndrome Guild of Dallas

